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2. Client Realities and Cultural Humility

a. Living in Poverty
i. The High Cost of Poverty: Why the Poor Pay More, (DeNeen

Brown, Washington Post, May 18, 2009 )
ii. After Welfare (Katherine Boo, The New Yorker, April 2001)

iii. Five Evils: Multidimensional Poverty and Race in America
(Richard Reeves, Edward Rodrigue, and Elizabeth Kneebone,
Brookings Institute, April 2016

b. Understanding DC’s Children: Data on DC’s kids
i. DC Kids by Ward (DC Kids Count, March 2017)

ii. Kids Count Profile DC (2017)
iii. DC Infants, Toddlers, and Families (Zero to Three, 2015)
iv. District of Columbia’s Children (2017)
v. Stepping Up for Kids: What Government and Communities

Should Do to Support Kinship Families (Kids Count, January
2012)

c. Cross-Cultural Lawyering
i. Beyond Bias-Cultural Competence as a Lawyer Skill (Michigan

Bar Journal, Nelson P. Miller, June 2008)
ii. Lawyers… want to know how well you communicate cross

culturally?  Take a look at your level of cultural competence
(Jatrine Bentsi-Enchill, Women Lawyers Journal, Spring 2005,
at 20)

iii. Five Habits of Cross-Cultural Lawyering (Sue Bryant and Jean
Koh Peters, 8 Clinical L. Rev. 33, Fall 2001)

iv. Information on “Never Married Parent” Cases (Adapted from
handout by Joan K. Raisner, Circuit Court of Cook County,
Chicago, IL)

v. Cultural Humility Versus Cultural Competence: A Critical
Distinction in Defining Physician Training Outcomes in
Multicultural Education (Melanie Tervalon and Jann Murray-



Garcia, Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved,
May 1998)
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 

 

























        



     

































         

  















 


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



       









     





    



     







        







       
       
       
            




 

 

      



















      















  

 






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



     













       





 











  









    

































         





       

       










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Information on “Never Married Parent” Cases
Adapted from a handout provided by Joan K. Raisner, Marriage & Family Counseling Service Mediator,

Circuit Court of Cook County, Chicago, IL

Top Ten Reasons Why Never-Married Parents Come to Court

1. A child support case is initiated by a custodial parent or State’s Attorney (public benefits

cases)

2. Changes in prior, informal access to the child

3. Changes in attitudes and fears regarding an adult’s capacity to parent

4. Changes in adult relationships:

a. New partners

b. Conflicts or rivalries

c. Extended family realignments

d. Death of a caregiver

5. Changes in the child’s needs

a. At infancy

b. As the child starts school

c. As the child reaches teenage years

6. Non-custodial parent seeks to re-enter a child’s life

7. A child initiates changes

8. Grandparent visitation or third party custody

9. One parent is relocating out of the area

10. An incarcerated parent is released from prison or a parent is entering/leaving a

rehabilitation program



Adapted from a handout provided by Joan K. Raisner, Marriage & Family Counseling Service Mediator,
Circuit Court of Cook County, Chicago, IL

Possible Considerations for Never-Married Families

If a separate family unit was NOT established:

1. Did the parents have prior experiences in communicating, planning or making decisions

together?

2. Did the child have contact with the non-custodial parent? Is the child adjusting to many

other new relationships at the same time?

3. The child may be reluctant to give up “junior adult” status to a new parent figure

4. Family members and generational patterns may exert greater influence on the parents

5. The parents’ information about each other may be very out-of-date

If a separate family unit WAS established:

1. Assume the parents ended the relationship for good reasons

2. The parents may now feel resentful of being forced by the court to continue the

relationship

3. The parents may feel angry or suspicious of each other and the court

4. The parents may have had previous cooperation regarding parenting arrangements and

some specific circumstances may have changed those arrangements

5. The child may react emotionally as if the separation is a divorce

6. Plans may need to include half-siblings and “step” relationships
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