

Disclaimer:

This sample pleading is for informational purposes only.  It should be used only in conjunction with an attorney’s own primary research and independent reading of cited statutes, rules, regulations, cases, and other materials in order to ensure accuracy and completeness.  This is especially important as the law as well as “common practices” may have changed since the pleading was initially written.  In addition, arguments and strategies that were helpful or appropriate in the sample case may be inapplicable or detrimental in your situation, because every case has its own facts and circumstances.  Please note that the names and facts in this pleading have been changed to maintain the anonymity of the parties.

CLOSING

All the evidence presented today shows that it is in the best interests of [CHILD] to have [HIS/HER] grandparents, [PETITIONERS], appointed as [HIS/HER] guardians.  [MOTHER] has consented to their guardianship of [HIM/HER] and the evidence has shown that [FATHER] will be incarcerated until past the time [CHILD] turns 21.  Since [CHILD] is [AGE] years old, [HIS/HER] choice must be considered, and [HE/SHE] has made it clear [HE/SHE] would like to continue to live with [PETITIONERS].

The court has heard testimony that the statutory grounds pursuant to D.C. Code § 16-2383 (a) and (b) for the creation of a permanent guardianship have been met: [CHILD] was adjudicated neglected by this court, and has lived with [PETITIONERS] for more than six months. 

Furthermore, testimony on the factors required by D.C. Code § 16-2383 (d) show it is in [CHILD]’s best interest to have [HIS/HER] grandparents appointed as [HIS/HER] guardians.  They have been a part of [HIS/HER] support system and a frequent presence in [HIS/HER] life since [HIS/HER] birth, and both enjoy excellent relationships with [CHILD].  [PETITIONERS] are in good physical and mental health and are meeting all of [CHILD]’s educational and emotional needs and will continue to do so as long as necessary.  

[bookmark: _GoBack][PETITIONERS] are committed to continuing to facilitate [CHILD]’s relationship with both [HIS/HER] mother and father, and have been the driving force behind maintaining those relationships for [HIS/HER] by taking [HIM/HER] to visit [HIS/HER] parents and providing [HIM/HER] with a cellphone to call them on, even while [CHILD]’s parents’ circumstances prevent them from caring for [HIM/HER].  [PETITIONERS] have made the required showing, pursuant to D.C. Code Section 16-2383(C) that guardianship is in [CHILD]’s best interests, and neither adoption or reunification is appropriate in this case.  Therefore, we ask that the court appoint [PETITIONERS] to be [CHILD]’s guardian today.  





