Disclaimer:

This sample pleading is for informational purposes only.  It should be used only in conjunction with an attorney’s own primary research and independent reading of cited statutes, rules, regulations, cases, and other materials in order to ensure accuracy and completeness.  This is especially important as the law as well as “common practices” may have changed since the pleading was initially written.  In addition, arguments and strategies that were helpful or appropriate in the sample case may be inapplicable or detrimental in your situation, because every case has its own facts and circumstances.  Please note that the names and facts in this pleading have been changed to maintain the anonymity of the parties.


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
FAMILY DIVISION
JUVENILE AND NEGLECT BRANCH

IN THE MATTER OF THE MOTION FOR					CASE NUMBER  GDN __________________
	FOR GUARDIANSHIP OF
								SOCIAL FILE NUMBER _________________________

___________________________________________		


SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF MOTION FOR GUARDIANSHIP TO PARENT

TO: _______________________________________________________________
		NAME OF PARTY TO BE SERVED

ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
		ADDRESS OF PARTY TO BE SERVED

Your are hereby notified that a motion has been filed with the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, 500 Indiana Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 2001, to appoint __________________________________________________ as the permanent 
						(Name of Proposed Guardian)
guardian of ____________________________________________, born ______________.  A Copy of the motion is enclosed.
			(Name of Child)					(D.O.B.)

Contact Your Lawyer
This is an important matter that could change your legal rights and responsibilities concerning the child.  You should contact your attorney for legal advice on this matter.  Your attorney’s name is ___________________________________________.  He/She can 
								(Attorney’s Name)
be reached at _____________________________________________________________________________.
			(Attorney’s address and telephone number)

If you do not have a lawyer, you may ask the Court to appoint one to represent you by submitting the attached Request for Counsel form or by calling the Court’s Counsel for Child Abuse and Neglect Programs at (202) 879-1406.

If a Hearing is Scheduled, You Will Be Notified by Mail
No action will be taken on this motion for permanent guardianship unless and until the Court has found that ________________________________________________________, born __________ was neglected.  If the Court finds, or has 
		(Name of Child)						(D.O.B.)
already determined, the child was neglected, the court will schedule a hearing on the motion for permanent guardianship.  You will receive separate notice of the hearing date by mail.  Contact your attorney to learn more about the hearing.

If you Oppose the Guardianship, You Must Appear at the Hearing
If you do not want ______________________________________________________________ to be the legal guardian of  
					(Name of Proposed Guardian)
__________________________________________________________, you must appear at the hearing.  If you do not appear at the
		(Name of Child)
hearing, the hearing may take place without you.  You may file written opposition before the hearing with the Superior Court’s Clerk of the Juvenile and Neglect Branch at 500 Indiana Avenue, NW, JM-300, Washington, D.C. 20001.



If You Are the Child’s Parent, You May Consent to the Guardianship
If you are a parent of ___________________________________________________ and you want 
				(Name of Child)
___________________________________________________________________ to be your child’s legal guardian, you may file an 
			(Name of Proposed Guardian)
affidavit of consent with the Clerk of the Neglect Branch or appear at the hearing to give your consent in person.  Contact your attorney to learn more about consenting to the guardianship.

This Matter Could Change Your Rights and Responsibilities Concerning the Child
If the Court approves the guardianship, _______________________________________________________ will have legal 
						(Name of Proposed Guardian)
rights and responsibilities to:

· Have __________________________________________________________ live in his or her home;
(Name of Child)
· Protect nurture, discipline, and educate the child;
· Provide food, clothing, shelter, education, and routine health care for the child;
· Consent to health care for the child;
· Authorize a release of confidential information about the child, such as health care and education records;
· Consent to the child’s military enlistment;
· Obtain legal representation for the child when necessary; and
· Determine the nature and extent of the child’s contact with persons who may visit and communicate with the child.

If the Court makes _______________________________________________ the legal guardian of 
			(Name Of Proposed Guardian)
_________________________________________________________, the parents will continue to have rights and 
		(Name of Child)
responsibilities.  Specifically, if the Court approves the permanent guardianship the parents of _______________________________________________ will retain:
		Name of Child)
· The right to visit or contact the child, except as may be limited by the court;
· The right to consent the child’s adoption;
· The right to determine the child’s religion; and
· The responsibility to provide financial, medical, and other support for the child.

In addition, if the court approves the permanent guardianship, __________________________________________ will retain the 
									(Name of Child)
right to inherit for his/her parents.


	Witness, the honorable Chief Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia, and seal of aid Court


				Seal						Clerk of the Court



								By_____________________________________________
										Deputy Clerk
