

Disclaimer:

This sample pleading is for informational purposes only.  It should be used only in conjunction with an attorney’s own primary research and independent reading of cited statutes, rules, regulations, cases, and other materials in order to ensure accuracy and completeness.  This is especially important as the law as well as “common practices” may have changed since the pleading was initially written.  In addition, arguments and strategies that were helpful or appropriate in the sample case may be inapplicable or detrimental in your situation, because every case has its own facts and circumstances.  Please note that the names and facts in this pleading have been changed to maintain the anonymity of the parties.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
FAMILY COURT 
JUVENILE AND NEGLECT BRANCH

						)
In the Matter of:		)	GDN NO: [YEAR] GDN [XXX]
		)	NEG CASE NO. [CASE NUMBER]
		)	SF NO. [SOCIAL FILE NUMBER]
	[CHILD],	)	X-REF NO. [X-REF NUMBER]
                 		)		
		)		Magistrate Judge [JUDGE] 
		)	
Respondent.		) 		Next Date: [DATE] at [TIME]     
		)					
         	
STIPULATED FACTS AND ITEMS FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE
Stipulated Facts

1. [CHILD] was born on [DOB].  

2. [HIS/HER] biological mother is [MOTHER].  

3. [HIS/HER] biological father is [FATHER]. 

4. On [DATE], [MOTHER/FATHER] was sentenced to thirty years to life by Judge [JUDGE NAME] of the D.C. Superior Court.  [MOTHER/FATHER] is currently incarcerated at [INSTITUTION] at [CITY/STATE].  

5. [CHILD] was removed from [HIS/HER] [MOTHER/FATHER] by the [AGENCY] on [DATE]. 

6. On [DATE], the parties entered into a stipulation that [CHILD] was a neglected child pursuant to D.C. Code § 16-2301 (9)(A)(i).   

7.  [CHILD] was placed and lived with [HIS/HER] paternal grandparents, [GRANDPARENTS’ NAMES] from [DATE] until [DATE] when [HE/SHE] was returned to [MOTHER/FATHER] under protective supervision. 

8. On [DATE], [CHILD] was removed from [MOTHER/FATHER] a second time and was placed with [GRANDPARENTS].  [HE/SHE] has resided continuously with [GRANDPARENTS] since that time.   

9. On [DATE], [CHILD]’s permanency goal was changed from reunification to guardianship.

10. [GRANDPARENTS] filed a motion for permanent guardianship of [CHILD] on [DATE].  

11. [MOTHER/FATHER] was served with a copy of a summons and notice of motion for guardianship, as well as a copy of the motion for permanent guardianship on [DATE] by [INVESTIGATOR], an Investigator in the diligent search unit of [AGENCY].  

12. [MOTHER/FATHER] was served with a copy of a summons and notice of motion for guardianship, as well as a copy of the motion for permanent guardianship on [DATE] by [INVESTIGATOR], an investigator in the diligent search unit of [AGENCY].  

13. The court has jurisdiction to decide this matter pursuant to D.C. Code § 11-1101 (a)(13) and § 16-2381 et seq.
Items for Judicial Notice	

	DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE

	[DATE] Stipulation of Neglect
Purpose: Stipulation of neglect pursuant to D.C. Code § 16-2301 (9)(A)(i).   

	[DATE] Review of Disposition
Purpose: Respondent’s status

	[DATE] Status Hearing Order
Purpose: Parties in attendance; placement in protective supervision; respondent’s status

	[DATE] Permanency Hearing/Shelter Care Order
Purpose: Parties in attendance; placement in shelter care in a kinship home; respondent’s status

	[DATE] Disposition Hearing Order 
Purpose: Parties in attendance; revocation of mother’s protective supervision.  

	[DATE] Permanency Hearing Order
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: Parties in attendance; Goal change to guardianship






Respectfully submitted,


____________				__________________________________
Date						[ATTY FOR PARTY]
						D.C. Bar No. [___________]
						[ADDRESS]
						[PHONE/FAX/EMAIL]
						Attorney for [PARTY]
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